YELLOW RAILS (Coturnicops noveboracensis) on Texas Christmas Bird Counts
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Yellow Rails were reported at an average of 24.1 (stdev = 13.9) birds per season from the 102 – 113 Christmas Bird Count (CBC) seasons in Texas.  Texas averaged 103 CBCs each season during this period and Yellow Rails were only found at 8 of the CBCs.  Every CBC with Yellow Rails was adjoining coastal bays.  Five of the 8 CBCs had Yellow Rails >50% of the time.  These CBCs ranged from Sea Rim CBC near the Louisiana border to the north and Matagorda County CBC to the south on Matagorda Bay.  Conversations with the compilers (Ron Weeks, John Whittle, Jennifer Wilson) indicated that Yellow Rails were primarily found in dense emergent vegetation (Distichlis spicata, Scirpus spp., Spartina patens, Spartina spartinae) at the inland edge of the tidal marshes.  One exception was the Matagorda County CBC, where Yellow Rails were primarily flushed from 2nd crop rice fields (non-tidal) with dense Oryza sativa and Eleocharis spp. as the predominant vegetation.  Distichlis/Spartina marshes are not surveyed at this site because of the softness of the substrate.
	The Yellow Rail is a rare to common winter resident north of Corpus Christi along the coast in Texas.  Due to its secretive nature in very dense vegetation at generally wet sites and its lack of response to recordings in winter, it is very challenging to locate in Texas.  Most observations are made by flushing birds via use of vehicles/boats driven across the dense vegetation or with coordinated crews of people dragging ropes to flush rails.   Thus, CBCs with the most Yellow Rails were those who had marsh transportation equipment available in appropriate habitat.  CBCs that did not have marsh transportation equipment typically did not report Yellow Rails even though they had suitable habitat within their survey area.  
Using CBCs to track population trends is challenging for this species because of the difficulty in locating Yellow Rails.  Most CBCs focus on getting one individual.  Search efforts are typically halted once the hard to locate species is found.  Yellow Rail abundance does appear to be related to rainfall (P <0.05; R2=0.3518) and the equation of rainfall (Victoria, TX) to Yellow Rails was 7.94438+0.43199*rainfall=Yellow Rails reported.
[image: ]
image1.png
*
*
*
° L R 4
*
10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Rainfall

80





