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Reduce the Reader’s 
Workload

Coordinate & Subordinate the 
Right Ideas

Coordination & Subordination

Coordination:  Linking ideas at the same 
level of importance

Subordination:  Linking ideas to establish a 
hierarchical relationship

Under the Lacey Act, the Secretary of the Interior 
is authorized to regulate the importation and 
interstate transport of species determined to be 
injurious to humans, the interests of agriculture, 
horticulture or forestry, and the welfare and 
survival of wildlife resources of the United 
States.  Species listed as injurious may not be 
imported or transported across State lines by 
any means without a permit issued by the y p y
Service.  The Service considers a variety of 
factors when evaluating a species for listing as 
injurious, such as the species’ survival 
capabilities, its ability to spread geographically, 
its impact on habitat and ecosystems, its impact 
on threatened and endangered species, its 
impact on human beings and resource-based 
industries, and resource managers’ ability to 
control and eradicate the species. 

The Everglades of South Florida provide a large 
area of undisturbed sub-tropical habitat, 
including saline and freshwater wetlands.  These 
are home to a diverse array of wildlife.  Over the 
last ten years, however, the exotic, invasive 
Burmese python has entered the region and 
spread at an alarming rate.  Between 2000 and 
2007, the python population has increased more 
than 200 percent.  Current population is 
estimated in the thousands.  The fish and 
Wildlife Service must determine if invasive 
pythons are injurious to native wildlife under 
the Lacey Act.

The American Bird Conservancy (ABC) is a 501(c)3 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
conserving wild birds and their habitats 
throughout the Americas (www.abcbirds.org). 
Together, ABC and its more than 300 partners 
buy land, restore degraded habitats, remove 
invasive and non-native species from natural 
areas, and effect policy changes. ABC draws on 
people and organizations through bird 

ti  t k  t  id tif  th  t conservation networks to identify the most 
critical issues affecting birds in the Americas and 
address them. ABC measures its success in terms 
of changes on the ground for the benefit of target 
bird species and populations. ABC has over 
7,000 members throughout the United States, 
including Hawaii. ABC and its members are 
concerned with the conservation of endangered 
species, including the Akikiki.

Why Subordinate?

Long strings of independent clauses 
demand a high level of attention 
impossible to sustain.  

Subordinate some ideas to relieve fatigue while 
emphasizing key ideas.



2

Definitions

Phrase—a group of words
Walking to the store, I almost got hit by a bus.

Clause—a group of words with a subject and a Clause a group of words with a subject and a 
verb
While I was walking to the store, I almost got hit by a bus.

Two Types
Independent Dependent
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Phrases or Clauses

A Word

Phrases vs. Clauses

Additionally, any holistic work force planning 
strategy must also address the increasingly 
attractive cost saving alternatives of labor 
delivery achieved through the prudent delivery achieved through the prudent 
deployment of technology and supervisory 
techniques that leverage telecommuting.

Phrases vs. Clauses

Additionally, as we plan a work force strategy 
that is also holistic, we must address cost 
saving alternatives that seem increasingly 
attractive and that use prudently deployed attractive and that use prudently deployed 
technology and supervisory techniques to  
allow telecommuting.
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Coordination & Subordination

Coordinate ideas are expressed in 
independent clauses.

Independent Clauses

a)  The only direct effect of the policy is to 
accept or reject population segments for 
these purposes.

b)  In carrying out this examination, the 
Services will consider available scientific 
evidence of the discrete population 
segment’s importance to its taxon.

Independent Clauses

c) Our proposal was evaluated favorably by 
the committee and subsequently adopted 
by the board.

Coordination & Subordination

Coordinate ideas are expressed in 
independent clauses.

S b di  id  d i  Subordinate ideas are expressed in 
dependent clauses.

Dependent Clauses

a) Relative Pronouns

b)   Subordinating Conjunctions

Dependent Clauses

a) The revision of the regulation is making 
this information requirement more 
obvious to an applicant who uses the 
regulations as a guide in applying for regulations as a guide in applying for 
this type of permit.
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Dependent Clauses

b)  While we acknowledge circumstances 
that are beyond the control of the 
landowner, we will not make 
renegotiation of the baseline a renegotiation of the baseline a 
requirement.

Although the Second World War marked a turning 
away from inorganic chemicals as pesticides into 
the wonder world of the carbon molecule, a few 
of the old materials persist.  Chief among these 
is arsenic, which is still the basic ingredient in a 
variety of weed and insect killers.  Arsenic is a 
highly toxic mineral occurring widely in 
association with the ores of various metals, and 
in very small amounts in volcanoes, in the sea, 
and in spring water.  Its relations to man are 
varied and historic.  Since many of its 
compounds are tasteless, it has been a favorite 
agent of homicide from long before the time of 
the Borgias to the present. 

[Although the Second World War marked a 
turning away from inorganic chemicals as 
pesticides into the wonder world of the carbon 
molecule], [a few of the old materials persist].  
[Chief among these is arsenic], [which is still the 
basic ingredient in a variety of weed and insect 
killers].  [Arsenic is a highly toxic mineral 
occurring widely in association with the ores of g y
various metals, and in very small amounts in 
volcanoes, in the sea, and in spring water].  [Its 
relations to man are varied and historic].  [Since 
many of its compounds are tasteless], [it has 
been a favorite agent of homicide from long 
before the time of the Borgias to the present]. 

The Everglades of South Florida provide a large 
area of undisturbed sub-tropical habitat, 
including saline and freshwater wetlands.  These 
are home to a diverse array of wildlife.  Over the 
last ten years, however, the exotic, invasive 
Burmese python has entered the region and 
spread at an alarming rate.  Between 2000 and 
2007, the python population has increased more 
than 200 percent.  Current population is 
estimated in the thousands.  The fish and 
Wildlife Service must determine if invasive 
pythons are injurious to native wildlife under 
the Lacey Act.

Although the Everglades of South Florida provide 
a large area of undisturbed sub-tropical habitat, 
including saline and freshwater wetlands, which 
are home to a diverse array of wildlife, over the 
last ten years the exotic, invasive Burmese 
python has entered the region and spread at an 
alarming rate.  Because the python population 
has increased more than 200 percent between 
2000 and 2007, the current population is 
estimated in the thousands.  Therefore, the fish 
and Wildlife Service must determine if invasive 
pythons are injurious to native wildlife under 
the Lacey Act.

The American Bird Conservancy (ABC) is a 501(c)3 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to 
conserving wild birds and their habitats 
throughout the Americas (www.abcbirds.org). 
Together, ABC and its more than 300 partners 
buy land, restore degraded habitats, remove 
invasive and non-native species from natural 
areas, and effect policy changes. ABC draws on 
people and organizations through bird 

ti  t k  t  id tif  th  t conservation networks to identify the most 
critical issues affecting birds in the Americas and 
address them. ABC measures its success in terms 
of changes on the ground for the benefit of target 
bird species and populations. ABC has over 
7,000 members throughout the United States, 
including Hawaii. ABC and its members are 
concerned with the conservation of endangered 
species, including the Akikiki.
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The American Bird Conservancy (ABC), a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization dedicated to conserving wild birds 
and their habitats throughout the Americas 
(www.abcbirds.org), works together with more than 300 
partners to buy land, restore degraded habitats, remove 
invasive and non-native species from natural areas, and 
effect policy changes. ABC draws on people and 
organizations through bird conservation networks to 
identify the most critical issues affecting birds in the 
Americas and address them  While ABC has over 7 000 Americas and address them. While ABC has over 7,000 
members throughout the United States, including 
Hawaii and its members are concerned with the 
conservation of endangered species, including the 
Akikiki, ABC measures its success in terms of changes 
on the ground for the benefit of target bird species and 
populations.

Plague is a bacterial disease that is transmitted by 
fleas infected with the bacterium, Pestis 
bubonicoid.  Hyperdermetitis is caused by the 
bacterium Itchalotaskin and is commonly 
transmitted by fingernails.  These diseases often 
spread rapidly and can be fatal.  Both of these 
diseases can be found in desert populations  but diseases can be found in desert populations, but 
they have not been confirmed in prairie dogs.  
Homer (1950), in Arkansas, thought that prairie 
dogs were killed by hyperdermetitis based on his 
general observations, which were not specified.  
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general observations, which were not specified. 
Both hperdermetitis and plague can be can be 
found in desert populations, but they have not 
been confirmed in prairie dogs. Plague is a p g g
bacterial disease that is transmitted by fleas 
infected with the bacterium, Pestis bubonicoid.  
Hyperdermetitis is caused by the bacterium 
Itchalotaskin and is commonly transmitted by 
fingernails.  These diseases often spread rapidly 
and can be fatal.  

The Subtle Power of Subordination

We disagree that our proposed revocation 
language would severely limit our ability 
to revoke a permit even when the 
continuation of the permitted activity continuation of the permitted activity 
would appreciably reduce the likelihood 
of the survival and recovery of the species 
in the wild, although we recognize the 
commenter’s objections and concerns.  
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