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Glossary 
 
 
 
Analysis:  the logical activity connecting evidence to a proposition. 
 
 
Argument:  aka thesis;  series of connected propositions intended to establish a 
position. 
 
 
Claim:  see proposition. 
 
 
Data:  see evidence. 
 
 
Evidence:  data.  Comes in many forms including observations, research 
findings, surveys, polls, and facts—disputed and otherwise. 
 
 
Facts:  see evidence. 
 
 
Hypothesis:  see proposition. 
 
 
Position:  An opinion on a disputed topic.  Might be a suggested course of action 
for the future as in a Comprehensive Conservation Plan, might be a 
determination on something that happened in the past like “take,” or might be a 
classification of a present situation like the listing of a species as endangered.   
 
 
Proposition:  aka claim, hypothesis.  A tentative statement, open to debate, whose 
certainty is often probable rather than absolute, but upon the basis of which 
important decisions must often based.  Based upon the analysis of evidence.   
 
 
Thesis:  see argument. 


