Genetically Modified Crops on the National Wildlife Refuge System

Context

Area cultivated worldwide: 670 million acres

Area cultivated worldwide with GMCs: 147 million acres

Area cultivated in United States: 460 million acres (24% of land area)

Area cultivated in United States with GMCs: 101.5 million acres (22% of cultivated area), up from 3.7 million acres in 1996

Area cultivated in Canada with GMCs: 8.6 million acres 

Primary GMCs in United States: 

· Soybeans; 59.7 million acres; 81% of total soybean acreage

· Corn; 31.6 million acres; 40% of total corn acreage 

· Cotton; 10.2 million acres; 73% of total cotton acreage

Other GMCs in United States:  canola, squash, papaya

Other GMCs coming online:  sugar beets, potatoes, sweet corn

National Wildlife Refuge System

Total acreage:  94 million

Cultivated acreage:  161,100

Row crops: almost exclusively soybeans and corn

Other common cultivars:  wheat, rice, sorghum, alfalfa

GMC acreage:  45,000

· Roundup Ready soybeans; 29,600

· Corn; 15,200 (mostly Bt corn)

· Roundup Ready Canola; 200

Percentages:

	Crop


	% Refuge System cultivated acreage
	% acreage of the crop in United States
	% acreage of the genetically modified crop in United States

	Roundup Ready soybeans
	18%
	0.04%
	0.05%

	Genetically modified corn (mostly Bt corn)
	9%
	0.02%
	0.05%


