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Welcome  Attendees!
Phillip Andrews
BIO CDIP, Savanna District

Marcos Anguiano
BIO CDIP, St. Croix WMD

Michelle Barrett
BIO DFP, Minnesota Valley NWR

Becca Bartkovich
BIO CDIP, Big Muddy NFWR

Shane Baxter
WRS Career Pathways, DeSoto NWR

Sarah Bowman
Bio Tech, Ohio ESFO

Brooke Burrows
BIO CDIP, Patoka River NWR

Ashlee Butler
BIO CDIP, Muscatatuck NWR

Kate Carpenter
Visitor Services CDIP, Necedah NWR

Thien Chau
BIO CDIP, Minnesota Valley NWR

Trevor Cyphers
Bio Tech, Lacrosse FHC

Jodie Delaney
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR

Arianna Elm
Archeology Intern, Regional Office

Sara Erickson
BIO Pathways Intern, Lacrosse FHC

Jessica Fletcher
BIO Intern, Big Oaks NWR

Tova Foster
Visitor Services Pathways Intern
Minnesota Valley NWR

Morgan Gantz
Wilderness Fellow, Rice Lake NWR

Gina Giorgi
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR

Meta Griffin 
Muscatatuck NWR

Amanda Harvanek
Visitor Services DFP, Ottawa NWR

Tim Herbert
Winona District

Jacob Hernandez
BIO DFP, Ottawa NWR

Jacob Heslop
Visitor Services CDIP, Ottawa NWR

Kyle Just
Visitor Services Pathways Intern, 
Minnesota Valley

Craig Kelling
WSFR, Regional Office

Veronica Kelly
Visitor Services Career Pathways, 
Crab Orchard NWR

Julia Kemnitz
BIO Career Pathways, Wisconsin PLO

Gina Kemper
Bio Tech, Tamarac NWR

Emilia Kenow
Pathways Intern, Lacrosse District

Remington Kissack
Visitor Services CDIP, Shiawassee NWR

Alison Kuzj
Archeology Intern, Regional Office

Ryan Long
BIO Pathways Intern, Two Rivers NWR

Dana Michelle Malave Miller
Visitor Services DFP, Mingo NWR

Ashley Mecum
Visitor Services Intern, 
Minnesota Valley NWR

Derek Mostad
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR

Kelsey Musser
Bio Tech, Big Stone NWR 

Lindsey Mwangi
Admin Career Pathways, 
Upper Mississippi NWFR

Shan Nagar
BIO CDIP, Sherburne NWR

Elizabeth Newton
BIO Pathways Intern, Minn Valley NWR

Kate Nohner
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Cody Okeson
WRS Career Pathways Intern, Necedah NWR
 

Eric Osterdyk
BIO SCA intern, St. Croix WMD

Zac Peterson
BIO Pathways Intern, Minn.Valley NWR

Cleve Powell
Bio Tech, Big Stone NWR

Daniel Reuscher
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR

Kaitlyn Rountree
WRS CDIP, Crab Orchard NWR

Michelle Sauers 
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR

Katie Schober
Bio Tech, Port Louisa NWR

Kristin Shaw
BIO Intern, Neal Smith NWR

Jason Shirley
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR

Jonathan Spiess
BIO Intern, Big Oaks NWR

Anna Stamatogiannakis
BIO CDIP, Rydell NWR

Andy Stetter
BIO Career Pathways, St. Croix

Bradley Stoner
Visitor Services CDIP, Horicon NWR

Tenlea Turner
BIO Intern, Neal Smith NWR

Adam Weishair
Bio Tech, Big Stone NWR

Anna Weyers
BIO Career Pathways, Mingo NWR

Scott Whitman
BIO Intern, Big Oaks NWR

Jenna Wolf 
Visitor Services Intern, Minn Valley NWR

Natalee Yates
BIO Pathways Intern, Minn Valley NWR

Brandon Yearack
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR
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Distance from Sofitel 
to Mall of America 

Approximately 6 miles

Sofitel
Hotel

Regional
Office

Getting Around on the Light Rail

 It is not the critic who counts, nor 
the man who points out how the strong 
man stumbled, or where the doer of 
deeds could have done them better. The 
credit belongs to the man who is actually 
in the arena; whose face  is marred by 
dust and sweat and blood; who strives 
valiantly, who errs and comes up short 
again and again; who knows the great  
enthusiasms, the great devotions, and 
spends himself in a worthy cause who, at 
the best, knows in the end the triumph 
of high achievement; and who, at the 
worse  if he fails, at least fails while 
daring greatly, so that his place shall 
never be with those cold and timid souls 
who know neither victory nor defeat.

“

”

CDIP ......... Career Discovery Internship Program

ESFO .... Ecological Services Field Office

DFP .........Directorate Fellows Program

FHC ....... Fish Health Center

FRO ....... Fishery Resource Office

FWCO ...... Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office

FWS .......... U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

GIS ............. Geographic Information System

HAPET .. Habitat & Population Evaluation Team

NFWR ...... National Fish & Wildlife Refuge

NWR ......... National Wildlife Refuge

NWRS ...... National Wildlife Refuge System

PLO ........... Private Lands Office

SCA ............ Student Conservation Association

WMD ........ Wetland Management District

WRS .......... Wildlife Refuge Specialist

WSFR ........ Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration

YCC ........... Youth Conservation Corps

A Guide to 

Common Service Acronyms

ingoLU.S. Fish & Wildlife
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2014 Summer Intern Workshop 
July 29 – August 1

Crowne Plaza MSP Airport

   Tuesday, July 29th   
   (all times approximate)

8:00 – 8:30  Registration 

8:30 – 9:15  Welcome and Introductions (McIntosh-Jonathan) 
   Ann Marie Chapman, Youth Employment Coordinator
   
   Introductory Remarks
   Charlie Wooley, Midwest Regional Deputy Director
   Charlie Blair, Midwest NWRS Chief

9:30 – 11:00  Begin Service Program Open House (Group will split)
   McIntosh-Jonathan: External Affairs – Tina Shaw
   Melrose: Ecological Services – Lynn  Lewis and Sean Marsan
   Braeburn: Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration – Abbey Kucera 

11:00 – 11:15  Break

11:15 – 12:15  “Federal Hiring Process”
   McIntosh-Jonathan: Human Resources - Jaimie Carpenter

12:15 – 1:30  Lunch (on your own)

1:30 – 3:30  Student Presentations – Group will split
   McIntosh-Jonathan, Melrose & Braeburn (see attached schedule) 

3:30 – 4:00  Closing Remarks and Review of Wednesday (McIntosh-Jonathan)

5:30 – 8:00  Grill Out at Minnesota Valley NWR
   Group Tours of facilities and grounds

   Wednesday, July 30th    
   (all times approximate)

8:00   Reconvene and Review of Day’s Schedule 
   (McIntosh-Jonathan)

8:15 – 9:00  Service Program Open House cont. (Group will split)
   McIntosh-Jonathan: Office of Law Enforcement - Andy Buhl
   Braeburn: Fisheries – Tim Smigelski

9:00 – 9:15  Break

9:15 – 10:00  Finish Service Program Open House
   McIntosh-Jonathan: Migratory Birds – Tom Will
   Melrose: Acquisition & Budget Administration – Rich Weigel, Carlita Payne

10:00 – 11:00  Student Presentations – Group will split
   McIntosh-Jonathan, Melrose & Braeburn (see attached schedule) 

11:00 – 12:00  Lunch (on your own)

12:00 – 1:00  Board Coach Bus and Travel to the Rapids Lake Unit 
   of Minnesota Valley NWR

1:00 – 3:00  Welcome from Visitor Services 
   Group tours  
 
3:00 – 4:30  Board Coach Bus and Travel back to Hotel

7:00 – 8:30  Career Pathways Panel (McIntosh-Jonathan)
   Kyle Daly, Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration at RO
   Alisha Haken, Wildlife Refuge Specialist, Minnesota Valley WMD 
   Tony Hewitt, Wildlife Biologist, Sherburne NWR
   Tyler Paulson, Maintenance Worker, Sherburne NWR
   Caitlin Smith, Private Lands Biologist at St Croix WMD
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   Thursday, July 31st   
   (all times approximate)

8:00   Reconvene and Review of Day’s Schedule  (Grove)

8:15 - 9:15  Begin Refuge Program Open House (Group will split)
   Melrose: Division of Biological Resources - Pat Heglund
   Grove: NWRS Fire – Russ Langford
   Braeburn: Facilities Management & Budget Development 

9:15 – 9:30  Break

9:30 – 11:45  Student Presentations – Group will split – Grove, 
   Melrose & Braeburn (see attached schedule)

11:45 – 12:45   Lunch 

12:45   Board Coach Bus (Hotel entrance)
   
1:00 – 1:15  Travel to Norman Pointe II

1:15 – 2:15  Program Area Breakouts 
   Visitor Services with Maggie O’Connell – Big Rivers Room 1018
   Law Enforcement with Brent Taylor – Wisconsin Room 911
   Conservation Planning with Jeanne Holler – Great Lakes Room 1016
   Fisheries with Tim Smigelski – Illinois Room 953
    
2:15 – 2:45  Tour of Regional Office with program area group

3:00   Board Coach Bus and Travel to Hotel

   Friday, August 1st   
   (all times approximate)

8:00   Reconvene and Review of Day’s Schedule  (Grove)

8:15 – 8:45  Realty – Gabrielle Horner

8:45 – 9:15  Archaeology – James Myster

9:15 – 9:30  Break
 
9:30 – 10:00  Closing Remarks 
   Tom Worthington, Deputy Regional Chief
   Ann Marie Chapman, Youth Employment Coordinator
 

Note: To facilitate efficient transition between speakers, please plan to be in your presentation room during the time slot of 
your speaking assignment. If you are not scheduled to speak, you may choose which room you would like to observe. Out of 
courtesy for the presenter, please do not exit or enter rooms during presentations.

Student Presentation Schedule

Thien Chau 
Michelle Barrett
Ashlee Butler
Kristin Shaw 
Becca Bartkovich
Anna Stamatogiannakis
Meta Griffin
Cleve Powell 
Kelsey Musser

Jason Shirley
Daniel Reuscher
Bradley Stoner
Tenlea Turner 
Kate Carpenter
Morgan Gantz
Emilia Kenow
Allison Kuzj

Tuesday, July 29 (1:30 - 3:30)

Eric Osterdyk 
Scott Whitman
Shane Baxter
Sarah Bowman
Michelle Sauers
Phillip Andrews
Jenna Wolf 
Ryan Long

Craig Kelling
Jodie Delaney
Kaitlyn Rountree
Veronica Kelly
Kyle Just
Brandon Yearack 
Lindsey Mwangi
Ashley Mecum

Anna Weyers
Natalee Yates 
Elizabeth Newton
Zac Peterson
Derek Mostad
Kate Nohner
Andy Stetter 
Tova Foster

Wednesday, July 30 (10:00 - 11:00)

Thursday, July 31 (9:30 - 11:45)

Marcos Anguiano
Gina Kemper
Shan Nagar 
Remington Kissack

Katie Schober 
Jessica Fletcher
Gina Giorgi 
Brooke Burrows

Tim Herbert
Julia Kemnitz
Jonathan Spiess 
Jacob Heslop

Sara Erickson
Trevor Cyphers
Adam Weishair 
Dana Michelle Malave
   Miller 
Amanda Harvanek
Jacob Hernandez
Arianna Elm
Cody Okeson 
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Phillip Andrews
BIO CDIP, Savanna District
Tuesday 2:45 p.m. McIntosh-Jonathan

“I don’t understand why when we destroy something 
created by man we call it vandalism, but when we destroy 
something created by nature we call it progress.” 
Ed Begley, Jr.

Throughout this internship, Phillip has conducted 
American bald eagle nest surveys, ornate box turtle 
surveys and research, environmental education, and 
invasive species management. 

In addition, he has assisted in facilitating environmental 
education programs for Turtle Camp, Fishing Buddies, 
Lincoln Park Zoo, and the general public.

Marcos Anguiano
BIO CDIP, St. Croix WMD
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Braeburn

“I want to get people to connect to the outdoors.” 
Sally Jewell

After driving 45 hours from California, Marcos finally 
arrived at the St. Croix Wetland Management District 
in Wisconsin. He had no idea what to expect, for it 
was his first time alone and far from home. On his first 
day of work, Marcos was introduced to the WMD staff 
and interns. His daily duties vary from grassland bird 
surveys to supervising a YCC group of high school 
students. He also saw for the first time how the refuge 
coordinated a prescribed fire at a Waterfowl Production 
Area (WPA). Marcos got a chance to inform home 
owners about the opportunities of partnering with the 
St. Croix WMD. 

He earned various training certificates such as his 
pesticide application, heavy equipment training, and 
UTV training. He performed waterfowl surveys and 
WPA boundary walks to study the duck production 
over the years and to inspect the properties for signs 
of trespassing. As this is Marcos’ first summer in the 
Midwest, his presentation will share a short video about 
his experience. He will talk about his expectations 
compared to his experiences and what he learned from 
his summer internship.

          

Michelle Barrett
BIO DFP, Minnesota Valley NWR
Thursday 9:45 a.m. Braeburn

“I learned long ago that conservation has no victories, 
that one must retain connections and remain involved 
with animals and places that have captured the heart, to 
prevent their destruction.” George Schaller 

Michelle graduated from the Ohio State University 
in 2012 with a Bachelor’s degree in zoology. She is 
currently finishing her Master of Environmental 
Science with a concentration in applied ecology and 
conservation at Miami University. Her current research 
focuses on comparing white-tailed deer population 
density over different seasonal periods using distance 
sampling near Miami University. 

Michelle is working on a revision of Minnesota Valley 
NWR’s 2015 Hunt Plan.  She has been gathering 
background on population trends of huntable species, 
producing GIS maps of new areas open to hunting, 
researching the possible effects of toxic ammunition, 
and providing information on cumulative hunting 
impacts. Michelle is collaborating with other refuge 
staff, Regional Office staff, state agencies, partner 
organizations in order to prepare a comprehensive hunt 
program. Her presentation will focus on the importance 
and challenges of allowing hunting on an urban refuge.  

Becca Bartkovich
BIO CDIP, Big Muddy NFWR
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Braeburn

“My two years of working with SCA CDIP have been 
very rewarding for me and my career. I have learned a 
lot about myself and my working skills. I have been able 
to travel and experience different cultures and discover 
places I have never been before. This program is a great 
way to work with people who share my passion for caring 
for animals and the environment. I have grown a lot from 
the SCA internships and I encourage everyone to give it a 
try.”

Becca is entering her junior year of college at Georgia 
Southern in Statesboro, Georgia. She is majoring in 
biology in hopes of becoming a zookeeper. This summer 
is her second year being part of the SCA CDIP. Last 
summer, Becca worked at Rachel Carson NWR, and she 
had a great experience. She monitored piping plovers 
and least terns. She also pulled invasive plants and led 
outreach programs. 

This summer, Becca is stationed at Big Muddy NFWR. 
She has collected bees from different sites, laid the bees 
for display, and helped identify the species. She has 
sprayed invasive plants and cleared trails with the weed 
crew. She has also helped trap and measure turtles at 
Eagles Bluffs. Becca’s presentation will include video 
with pictures, video clips, music, and commentary 
about her experience at Big Muddy NFWR.
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Shane Baxter
WRS Career Pathways, DeSoto NWR
Tuesday 2:00 p.m. McIntosh-Jonathan

“The world is the true classroom.  The most rewarding 
and important type of learning is through experience, 
seeing something with our own eyes.”  Jack Hanna

Shane is currently working toward his Master’s degree 
in fisheries and wildlife at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. While working for the Service, he takes part 
in many different tasks, from running the refuges’ 
wood duck and bluebird box programs to helping the 
maintenance program with the restoration of several 
wetlands. Shane’s newest experience is the opportunity 
to work with four high school students throughout 
the school year.  The students come from a local high 
school every other morning and earn class credit.  Shane 
will present on his experience of working with these 
students and teaching them about the refuge, how it 
functions and also about its flora and fauna.  

Sarah Bowman
Bio Tech, Ohio ESFO
Tuesday 2:15 p.m. Macintosh-Johnson

Environmental Toxicologist, Entomologist, and overall 
bio-nerd. I enjoy traveling, SCUBA diving, hiking and 
sewing.

Sarah has been working as a Pathways intern at the 
Columbus, Ohio Ecological Services Office for three 
years. She is currently a PhD candidate at The Ohio 
State University in the Department of Evolution, 
Ecology, and Organismal Biology. Her PhD research 
is focused on ecotoxicology of lead ammunition on 
terrestrial organisms. Sarah first gained interest in 
working for the Service during her Master’s program 
at the University of Georgia. She studied the effects of 
wildfire on aquatic wetland invertebrate communities 
and mercury bioaccumulation in the Okefenokee 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

For the past three years at the Columbus, Ohio Field 
Office, she has been involved in many different aspects 
of the Service including: Section 7 of ESA consultations, 
Ohio mussel survey protocols, CAPs, F&WCA Reports, 
T&E species surveys, and GLRI projects. Sarah’s 
presentation will give an overview of all the projects she 
has worked on over the past three years and how these 
have shaped her into the person and scientist that she is 
today. Sarah hopes to pursue a career as a scientist for a 
federal agency upon graduation in January 2015. 

Brooke Burrows
BIO CDIP, Patoka River NWR
Wednesday 10:45 a.m. Melrose

“I know a painting so evanescent that it is seldom viewed 
at all, except by some wondering deer. It is a river who 
wields the brush, and it is the same river who, before I can 
bring my friends to view his work, erases it forever from 
human view. After that it exists only in the mind’s eye.” 
Aldo Leopold

While at Patoka, Brooke worked on a variety of tasks 
including habitat restoration and management of 
wetlands, forests and grasslands, endangered species 
management, bird and bat surveys, and general 
maintenance projects. Brooke will graduate from The 
Ohio State University with a major in natural resources 
management in the spring of 2015. Upon graduation, 
Brooke plans to pursue a Master’s degree in habitat 
restoration at OSU. In the meantime, Brooke will 
be applying for Pathways internships to expand her 
knowledge and experience in land management. Her 
presentation will highlight her work at Patoka and focus 
on the habitat restoration plan she designed for a newly 
acquired refuge tract. 

Ashlee Butler
BIO CDIP, Muscatatuck NWR
Thursday 10:00 a.m. Braeburn

While working with refuge biologists and the public, 
Ashlee discovered her love for the outdoors and nature 
and the role conversation plays in today’s society. Along 
with her fellow interns, Ashlee was fortunate enough to 
assist the refuge biologist and the DNR in banding geese 
at three separate locations in Clark and Floyd Counties 
in Indiana. Working together, the team banded a total of 
358 geese and processed 262 recaptures. 

Ashlee has also gained several valuable skills and 
participated in various other projects while completing 
her internship. Throughout the summer, she has been 
involved with both the invasive plant treatment and 
monitoring of grid cells, fisheries surveys, waterfowl 
surveys, and occasional beaver dam removals. Her most 
recognized accomplishment, however, was being 
named the lead intern at her refuge in the acoustical bat 
monitoring with biologist Dave Richardson.
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Thien Chau
BIO CDIP, Minnesota Valley NWR
Thursday 9:30 a.m. Braeburn

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing 
that ever has.” Margaret Mead

Thien is a rising junior political science and 
environmental studies major and economics minor 
at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. (No, he did 
not drive his tractor from Nebraska.) This is his first 
experience with the Service. At Minnesota Valley, he 
works with the other bio interns on wetland health 
evaluation protocols using bottle trapping and netting, 
eagle nest surveys, invasive species removal, waterfowl 
surveys, trail maintenance, wetland vegetation 
identification, and more invasive species removal. 
On top of this, he leads bee surveys using fluorescent 
painted cups as traps as well as netting. His presentation 
will be an entertaining and educational video on proper 
bee survey protocol. At the end of the summer, he hopes 
to gain more knowledge in wetland macroinvertebrates, 
vegetation, and general refuge challenges.

Kate Carpenter
Visitor Services CDIP, Necedah NWR
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Grove

This summer, Kate calls Necedah National Wildlife 
Refuge, located in central Wisconsin, her home. Being 
a visitor services intern provides Kate with a variety of 
work: leading and assisting environmental education 
programs both with kids and adults, educating the pub-
lic about the refuge, performing trail maintenance, tak-
ing photographs, updating the refuge’s Facebook page, 
working at the visitor center’s front desk, and complet-
ing her own individual projects such as creating library 
displays and brochures about the refuge and putting on 
interpretive programs. 

Kate also attended plant and bird identification classes 
with one of the biologists, as well as becoming ATV/
UTV certified. During her presentation, Kate will be 
sharing a video of her experiences at the refuge this 
summer. She will also be talking about her past experi-
ence as a Youth Conservation Corps worker, what she 
has learned and accomplished from returning as a CDIP 
intern, how she has a gained broader and deeper un-
derstanding of the Service and the Refuge System, and 
how these amazing opportunities are shaping her future.

Trevor Cyphers
Bio Tech, Lacrosse FHC
Thursday 9:45 a.m. Melrose

Trevor began working at the Lacrosse FWCO last 
July and works with AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species), 
specifically Asian carp. Most of his work is dedicated to 
an Asian carp telemetry project that the office started 
last summer, in an attempt to monitor the movement 
of Asian carp species throughout the Upper Mississippi 
River. This project also involves sampling the Upper 
Mississippi River for young of the year Asian carp 
and determining population dynamics among highly 
populated areas. His other responsibilities include 
monitoring Asian carp in the CAWS (Chicago Area 
Waterway System) through intensive sampling events, 
fixed sites and eDNA sampling. 

Trevor is currently working on finishing his Master’s 
degree from the University of Wisconsin – La Crosse, 
where he majors in aquatic science. His presentation 
will highlight his work involving the Asian carp 
telemetry project on the Upper Mississippi River.

Jodie Delaney
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR
Tuesday 1:45 p.m.: Braeburn

“May the Forest Be With You”

Jodie has been working for the Service for four years 
fulfilling various roles at both Cypress Creek NWR 
and Crab Orchard NWR.  She has a Bachelor’s degree 
in forestry with an emphasis on park and recreation 
management from Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale and is a native to southern Illinois. While 
still attending school she received a Visitor Services 
Pathways position at Crab Orchard NWR; and as they 
say, the rest is history. That history involves being the 
YCC crew leader, a park ranger, a biological science 
technician, and an AmeriCorps volunteer. 

When not working Jodie enjoys everything there is 
to do that involves being outside, including but not 
limited to: hiking, kayaking, swimming, and wildlife 
photography. Jodie will be discussing the opportunities 
she has had over the past four years while working for 
the Service at Crab Orchard and Cypress Creek National 
Wildlife Refuges. 
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Arianna Elm
Archeology Intern, Regional Office
Thursday 11:15 a.m. Melrose

Arianna is a recent graduate of Hamline University in 
St. Paul, MN where she studied archaeology. During 
her last year, Arianna completed an undergraduate 
honor’s thesis on an historic archaeological site on 
Hamline University’s campus. Over the past year 
during her internship with the Service, Arianna has 
been working at the Midwest Regional Office with the 
Regional Historic Preservation Officer, James Myster, 
to locate and map archaeological and historic sites 
on Service property throughout the Midwest Region. 
Arianna spent most of her summer reading through 
archaeological site reports and traveling to the State 
Historic Preservation Office located in the Minnesota 
Historical Society. She recorded the sites into a Service 
online database to be utilized in the future for projects 
on federal land. 

This summer, Arianna will be traveling to various field 
stations and visitor centers throughout Midwest Region 
to create an inventory and catalogue the museum 
property currently being housed at these locations. The 
work done by Arianna is new to the Service and will be 
valuable for future monitoring of museum collections 
owned by the Service, as well as for cultural resource 
preservation on Service lands. 

Sara Erickson
BIO Pathways Intern, Lacrosse FHC
Thursday 9:30 a.m. Melrose

“You cannot get through a single day without having an 
impact on the world around you. What you do makes a 
difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference 
you want to make.” Jane Goodall

The La Crosse FHC is one of nine fish health centers 
in the United States which works to keep the nation’s 
fish healthy. At the FHC, Sara primarily works in the 
bacteriology lab where she performs biochemical tests 
on bacteria obtained from tissue samples of fish. These 
tests help identify certifiable bacteria which cause 
diseases in hatchery and wild fish. Sara also performs 
hatchery inspections at federal, state, and tribal fish 
hatcheries across the Midwest Region. While carrying 
out an inspection, she collects fish specimens to be 
tested for bacteria, viruses, and parasites. If a fish tests 
positive for a certifiable pathogen, the hatchery is 
notified and precautionary measures take effect. 

In addition to ensuring the health of hatchery fish, Sara 
also helps complete wild fish surveys to confirm the 
condition of fish residing in local streams, rivers, and 
lakes. Sara’s presentation will give audience members 
a glimpse into what she does at the FHC and what 
takes place during a hatchery inspection and wild fish 
survey. It will also include pictures of the facility and the 
beautiful areas where she performs much of her work.     

Jessica Fletcher
BIO Intern, Big Oaks NWR
Wednesday 10:15 a.m. Melrose

Jessie hails from Troy, Michigan and is a recent graduate 
of the University of Michigan with a double major in 
ecology and evolutionary biology and environmental 
science. She is working at Big Oaks NWR as a volunteer 
biological intern and is participating in a diverse set of 
projects including: a study on the demographics of the 
state-endangered crawfish frog (Lithobates areolatus), 
occupancy monitoring of the near threatened Henslow’s 
sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii), and an inventory of 
the invasive plant species at Big Oaks NWR. 

Jessie is interested in the population management 
and conservation of mammalian species. She will be 
discussing the acoustical bat monitoring work that she 
has completed at Big Oaks NWR, with an emphasis 
on the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis 
sodalis) and other cave-dwelling species that have been 
experiencing significant population declines.

Tova Foster
Visitor Services Pathways Intern, Minnesota Valley 
NWR
Tuesday 3:15 p.m. Melrose

Tova is a junior at Cameron University in Lawton, 
Oklahoma, where she is pursuing a degree in 
communication, with an emphasis in public relations. 
She has a passion for increasing awareness of the refuge 
and for obtaining more partnerships for the refuge. 

Her enthusiasm for the Service will be evident in her 
presentation, which will highlight her experience 
with visitor services and why it is such an important 
element of the refuge system. She will also highlight her 
experiences in public relations as well as in customer 
service, which she believes is important for all agencies. 
Finally, she will enthrall you with her invigorating 
depiction of the Service as she tells why it is the perfect 
career for her. Tova is the epitome of teamwork, 
conservation and public benefit. She is eager to do all 
that she can to preserve the land for the sake of wildlife 
habitat as well as for the generations of people yet to 
come.
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Morgan Gantz
Wilderness Fellow, Rice Lake NWR
Thursday 10:45 a.m. Grove

“In order to assure that an increasing population, 
accompanied by expanding settlement and growing 
mechanization, does not occupy and modify all areas 
within the United States and its possessions, leaving no 
lands designated for preservation and protection in their 
natural condition, it is hereby declared to be the policy 
of the Congress to secure for the American people of 
present and future generations the benefits of an enduring 
resource of wilderness.”
The Wilderness Act of 1964

Morgan received her Bachelor’s degree in environmental 
science with a minor in environmental policy and 
planning from the University of Wisconsin– Green 
Bay in May 2012. She has served as a teaching assistant 
for a GIS course, as a research assistant examining the 
establishment of biomass grasslands for electricity and 
heat generation, and as a terrestrial invasive species 
intern conducting botanical surveys. Morgan has also 
worked as an education and outreach coordinator 
helping to gain support for protecting Brown’s Canyon 
as a National Monument, and spent last summer 
working in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and 
Preserve in Alaska on their Exotic Plant Management 
team. She is interested in GIS and modeling of 
ecological systems and plans to return to school for a 
graduate degree in the near future. During her free time 
she enjoys snowboarding, hiking, camping, kayaking, 
running, and foraging plants from the wild. Morgan 
serves as the Wilderness Fellow for the Rice Lake and 
Tamarac National Wildlife Refuges in Minnesota. 

Gina Giorgi
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Wednesday 10:30 a.m. Melrose

“And forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare 
feet and the winds long to play with your hair.” 
Khalil Gibran

Gina recently graduated from Brandeis University in 
Waltham, Massachusetts with degrees in biology and 
biological anthropology and is planning to pursue 
graduate degrees in wildlife ecology and management. 
She began working with the Service last summer as a 
biological technician intern at the southeast Louisiana 
NWR Complex.  Throughout her internship, she 
monitored endangered red-cockaded woodpeckers 
(RCWs), evaluated and managed possible RCW habitat, 
banded brown pelicans, and worked to control invasive 
plant and animal species.

As a native Minnesotan, Gina is excited to be working as 
a resource management intern at the Minnesota Valley 
NWR this summer.  So far, the Resource Management 
team has focused on invasive species control, wildlife 
monitoring and identification, and pollinator and 
habitat surveys.  Although she is not a fan of squishy 
water bugs, Gina is leading the Wetland Health 
Evaluation Program (WHEP) which collects data 
about macro invertebrate and vegetation diversity to 
determine the pollution levels in Minnesota’s wetlands.  
Her presentation will focus on WHEP protocol, relevant 
macro invertebrate and plant species, and how the 
information collected can benefit wetland management 
and restoration. 

Meta Griffin 
Muscatatuck NWR
Thursday 11:00 a.m. Braeburn 

“There are some who can live without wild things and 
some who cannot.” Aldo Leopold

Meta is a biology intern and the Forest Invasives 
Adaptive Management (FIAM) intern crew leader at 
Muscatatuck NWR. Meta’s hometown is Avondale, 
Pennsylvania. She is a recent graduate of Millersville 
University of Pennsylvania where she obtained a 
Bachelor of Science in environmental biology and a 
minor in chemistry. This internship is allowing her 
to gain field experience and add valuable skills to 
her education. While at Muscatatuck, Meta has been 
working on pre-treatment monitoring of invasive plant 
species and management actions. 

In addition to invasive plant work, she has conducted 
weekly fishery, waterfowl, and water level surveys for 
the refuge. Meta’s presentation will detail the process 
of following the FIAM protocol for pre-treatment 
monitoring and management of invasive plant species. 
The data collection process during monitoring and 
management will be described. Management actions 
will be highlighted by showing before and after 
treatment photographs. In addition, the presentation 
will include extra projects such as fishery surveys and 
goose banding with the DNR.

Amanda Harvanek
Visitor Services DFP, Ottawa NWR
Thursday 10:30 a.m. Melrose

“Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play 
in and pray in, where nature may heal and give strength 
to body and soul alike.”
John Muir 

Amanda is currently completing a Master of Science 
degree in natural resources at the University of 
Michigan, focusing on conservation ecology as well 
as education and communication. Amanda is a 2010 
graduate from Duke University, where she majored in 
earth and ocean sciences. Her time at Duke provided 
her the opportunity to travel extensively and work 
with groups experiencing diverse environmental issues 
including communities in Ghana, Trinidad, and coastal 
North Carolina. 

She is also passionate about environmental and science 
education and taught general science and biology to 
students at an African-centered cultural school in 
Detroit, Michigan prior to beginning graduate school. 
This summer, she is developing an urban outreach 
implementation plan for Ottawa NWR, located on Lake 
Erie near the city of Toledo, Ohio. Amanda is working 
closely with community organizations to identify 
community needs, establish new partnerships, and 
ensure that the refuge is reaching diverse community 
members. In her presentation, Amanda will discuss the 
new Urban Wildlife Refuge Initiative, her experiences 
this summer, and identify key lessons incorporated into 
her plan. 
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Tim Herbert
Winona District
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Grove

Tim also worked on the Winona District in 2012 as a 
full time volunteer for half of the summer, during which 
time he gained valuable experience which helps him 
better perform his duties this field season. His primary 
duties include working with a team to inventory the 
island forests on the Mississippi River in his district. 
During his presentation, he will focus on the skills that 
he brought into the program, the tools and insights that 
he is taking away from it, and the effect his experience 
in the program is having on him. His advice for future 
and current interns is: “If given the ability and oppor-
tunity, always volunteer, and do your best to participate 
in events and tasks that will stretch you outside of your 
comfort zone.”

Jacob Hernandez
BIO DFP, Ottawa NWR
Thursday 11:00 a.m. Melrose

“There are two spiritual dangers to not owning a farm. 
One is the danger of supposing that breakfast comes 
from the grocery, and the other that heat comes from the 
furnace.” Aldo Leopold

Jacob has a Bachelor of Science in land use plan-
ning from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
Currently he is completing a Master of Science from 
UWSP focusing on the human dimensions of natural 
resource management with an expected graduation date 
of May 2015. Jacob grew up on his family’s dairy farm 
in Wisconsin where he fell in love with agriculture and 
natural resources. 

In 2012 he had an internship with The Nature Conser-
vancy in the Centennial Valley of Montana where he 
was a land steward intern. The following summer he 
worked as a cowboy for the J Bar L ranch which col-
laborates with TNC in the Valley to protect sage grouse 
habitat. Both of these positions opened his eyes to the 
importance of collaboration with local stakeholders to 
protect our natural resources on working land. 

His positions, volunteer experiences, and Master’s 
thesis as a result focus on collaboration to solve local 
conservation issues.  At present Jacob is working at the 
Ottawa NWR in Ohio. This is his first experience with 
a federal agency. His project focuses on creating and 
managing a GIS geodatabase to inventory and analyze 
wetland habitat loss, conversion, and restoration.  

Jacob Heslop
Visitor Services CDIP, Ottawa NWR
Wednesday 10:45 a.m. Grove

“In every walk with nature one receives far more than he 
seeks.” John Muir

Jacob’s responsibilities at Ottawa NWR include 
managing visitor center operations, creating an eight-
week kids educational program, leading hiking and 
biking programs as well as a bus tour, creating rain 
barrels for the visitor center garden, and creating a self-
guided trail program through the use of QR codes. The 
eight-week kids program is called “Marsh Mondays” 
and is designed for 3-5 year olds and 6-12 year olds 
with topics that range from dragonflies and damselflies 
to beavers and muskrats. The children learn about a 
variety of refuge subjects, make crafts, and hike outside. 
The hiking program, “Hike the Dikes”, and the biking 
program, “Bike the Dikes”, takes visitors along dikes 
within the refuge. The bus tour gives visitors a chance to 
see areas of the refuge that are normally closed to the 
public. Jacob’s presentation will cover his expectations of 
this internship, what it turned out to be, the work done 
on the refuge, and how these experiences have left an 
impact.

Kyle Just
Visitor Services Pathways Intern, Minnesota Valley
Tuesday 2:30 p.m. Braeburn 

“There can be no greater issue than that of conservation 
in this country.” Theodore Roosevelt

Kyle will complete his Bachelor’s degree in recreation, 
park, and leisure studies from the University of 
Minnesota in December 2014. Throughout the course 
of his refuge internship, he will complete the Certified 
Interpretive Guide (CIG) training, lead the Family 
Nature Walks every Saturday at the Bloomington 
Visitor Center, and co-lead the Explorers Club outdoor 
program twice a week. During his time with the U.S. 
Air Force as an intelligence analyst, Kyle quickly learned 
that his passion lies in the field of outdoor recreation 
and natural resources education. 

He has volunteered with local organizations like 
Wilderness Inquiry, MNRRA, and the Midtown 
Greenway Coalition. His volunteer hours have been 
very beneficial at establishing where he can best 
serve his community after graduation. During his 
presentation, Kyle will discuss how he transitioned from 
serving his country with the U.S. Air Force, to serving 
his community by working with the Service, and his 
view of the Service as a career choice.
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Craig Kelling
WSFR, Regional Office
Tuesday 1:30 p.m. Braeburn

“We abuse land because we see it as a commodity 
belonging to us. When we see land as acommunity to 
which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and 
respect.” Aldo Leopold

Craig began working with the Service as a fish and 
wildlife biologist (Pathways intern) in January of 
2014. He is currently located in the Regional Office 
in Bloomington, MN. Craig’s primary responsibilities 
are to assist with, review, and manage Minnesota 
and Michigan federal aid grants. During his short 
time with the Service, Craig has traveled to multiple 
states throughout the region to aid in conducting field 
reviews and insure grant activities are in compliance 
with federal regulations. Additionally, Craig has been 
involved in the endangered species consultation process 
for the soon to be listed northern long-eared bat. Craig 
is currently finishing his Master’s degree in natural 
resources with the Wisconsin Cooperative Fishery 
Research Unit at the University of Wisconsin- Stevens 
Point. Craig will be providing a short presentation on 
the Wildlife and Sportfish Restoration Program and its 
role in the Service.

Veronica Kelly
Visitor Services Career Pathways
Crab Orchard NWR
Tuesday 2:15 p.m. Braeburn

“I only went out for a walk and finally concluded to stay 
out till sundown, for going out, I found, was really going 
in.” John Muir

Veronica began working in the visitor services program 
at Crab Orchard NWR in southern Illinois during 
July 2010. Throughout her internship she has had the 
opportunity to plan and coordinate special events such 
as the annual Bald Eagle Tours, Earth Day Celebration, 
Crab Orchard Clean-Up, Christmas Bird Count for 
Kids, Scouting for Wildlife, and monthly Families 
Understanding Nature programs, to name a few. She has 
also developed and presented a variety of environmental 
education and interpretive programs on topics such 
as wildlife habitat, waterfowl migration, and forest 
ecosystems. Her current project is updating refuge 
brochures and replacing signage. By helping connect 
visitors with nature, Veronica hopes to foster a greater 
appreciation of the natural world for future generations 
to enjoy.

Veronica is currently pursuing her Master’s degree at 
Southern Illinois University. Through fieldwork and 
GIS she is researching the habitat quality and landscape 
connectivity of riparian corridors for wildlife across 
three natural divisions in southern Illinois. In her spare 
time, Veronica enjoys hiking, paddling, birding, and 
wildlife photography. Her presentation will highlight 
how much she has learned, grown, and accomplished 
through her position as a park ranger at Crab Orchard 
NWR.

Julia Kemnitz
BIO Career Pathways, Wisconsin PLO
Wednesday 10:15 a.m. Grove

“Experiencing and Exploring the Partners Program”

Working for the Wisconsin Private Lands Office, Julia 
has the opportunity to experience and develop habitat 
restoration skills that will assist her throughout her 
biological career.  Interns at the Wisconsin PLO are 
developed through the “crawl, walk, run” method of 
learning.  Job shadowing exposes interns to the duties of 
a private lands biologist.  Working alongside biologists 
allows interns to develop habitat restoration skills and 
hone their communication style as they engage private 
landowners and conservation partners.  

At the end of the 8-week internship, Julia will 
have developed technical skills, improved her 
communication abilities and have the confidence 
necessary to begin the initial phases of a habitat 
restoration project with a private landowner. Julia 
will present her first eight weeks learning about, 
experiencing and training as a member of the Service’s 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program.  

Gina Kemper
Bio Tech, Tamarac NWR
Wednesday 10:15 a.m. Braeburn

Gina is a graduate (2006) from Bemidji State University 
with a Bachelor’s degree in biology. Gina started 
her biology work experience with the White Earth 
Natural Resources Department as a seasonal biological 
technician. She assisted with wildlife surveys, along 
with goose and duck banding before being hired by the 
Service. 

Gina is now in her seventh season working for the 
Service in the Midwest Region. She was first brought 
on in 2008 as a biological technician with the HAPET 
team in Fergus Falls, MN. While working there, she 
conducted four-square mile waterfowl surveys, duck 
banding and was an assistant educator at youth duck 
hunting camps. 

Gina has dedicated the past six years to Tamarac NWR 
as a seasonal biological technician and YCC crew 
leader. She conducts wildlife surveys, water quality 
studies, habitat management, and refuge maintenance. 
Gina coordinates and supervises youth and volunteers 
on many wildlife and habitat projects. She hopes to 
continue her passion and career working for the Service. 
Gina’s presentation will include some pictures, along 
with a brief introduction about her and her past work. 
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Emilia Kenow
Pathways Intern, Lacrosse District
Thursday 11:00 a.m. Grove

Emilia began working on the refuge in the summer of 
2011 conducting forest inventory in collaboration with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. During the summers 
of 2012, 2013, and 2014, Emilia worked alongside refuge 
personnel with a broadened array of tasks. 

Her work highlights include: sand prairie restoration, 
refuge posting, daily refuge maintenance, fire, visitor 
services duties, other refuge operations, and a wide 
variety of biological activities including rookery 
surveys, aquatic vegetation surveys, wild celery 
surveys, pollinator surveys, goose banding, fire effects 
evaluation, reed canary grass surveys and a black 
tern nesting study. Her presentation will focus on 
her most recent assignment of developing a protocol 
for monitoring back tern nesting and potential 
management opportunities on the refuge.

 
Remington Kissack
Visitor Services CDIP, Shiawassee NWR
Wednesday 10:45 a.m. Braeburn

A Colorado native, Remington graduated from Rock 
Canyon High School in 2012 and soon after  went on 
to attend Colorado State University. He is currently in 
his junior year of study, pursuing a degree in general 
history. Remington began working as a volunteer 
through the SCA and the U.S. Department of the 
Interior back in the summer of 2010, by participating in 
trail maintenance and restoration at the Natchez Trace 
Parkway in Leipers Fork, Tennessee. He worked on two 
trail work assignments totaling about five miles along 
the Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail and other 
adjunct trails. In just under a month, Remington 
completed 175 hours of community service on the 
parkway. During the summer of 2014, Remington has 
represented the SCA as a CDIP visitor services intern 
for the Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge in Saginaw, 
Michigan. 

During his time at Shiawassee he has assisted in 
maintaining the Green Point Environmental Learning 
Center, organized and coordinated local events, and has 
been a refuge interpreter to the public.

Alison Kuzj
Archeology Intern, Regional Office
Thursday 11:15 a.m. Grove

“An archaeologist is someone whose career lies in ruins.”

Alison recently graduated from Hamline University with 
a Bachelor’s degree. She double majored in anthropology 
(with an emphasis in archaeology) and women’s studies. 
She has interned at the Midwest Regional Office since 
August 2013 and has worked on entering information 
on MN sites located on Service land into a relational 
database and mapping these sites onto topographic 
maps. She also helped out on an archaeological survey 
in Pipestone where she got to find artifacts and locate 
historic rock art. 

More recently, she has been working on conducting 
an inventory of all Service archaeological collections 
being curated at repositories for the Midwest Region. In 
July, she will be returning to Plum Island to excavate an 
old lighthouse with the rest of the Service archaeology 
interns and the Hamline University field school. 

Ryan Long
BIO Pathways Intern, Two Rivers NWR
Tuesday 3:15 p.m. McIntosh-Jonathan

Ryan is currently obtaining his Bachelor of Science 
degree in biology with an environmental track at 
Blackburn College in Carlinville, Illinois. He started late 
spring of 2014 as a biology trainee at Two Rivers NWR, 
where he supervises the YCC crew. His tasks include 
invasive species removal, water manipulation, general 
maintenance, and guiding the YCC on educational trips. 
He plans on working with many different projects this 
summer to gain a wide array of experience. He enjoys 
being outdoors doing any of the following: hunting, 
fishing, boating, and camping. Ryan will present on 
his experience at Two Rivers NWR. He will include 
a description of some jobs he has done as both the 
biology trainee and the YCC supervisor. 
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Dana Michelle Malave Miller
Visitor Services DFP, Mingo NWR
Thursday 10:15 a.m. Melrose

“It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the 
most intelligent that survives. It is the one that is most 
adaptable to change.” Charles Darwin 

Before working at Mingo, Dana worked in a wildlife 
museum in San Juan. She is a senior environmental 
management Master’s degree student at Turabo 
University, Puerto Rico and has completed her 
undergraduate degree in wildlife management at the 
University of Puerto Rico. 

Her responsibilities for this summer include writing the 
volunteer handbook, helping start the new volunteer 
program, and helping coordinate environmental 
education activities. She enjoys interacting with people. 
While at Mingo she has learned about plants, wildlife, 
and the culture of Puxico, Missouri, and how important 
and valuable volunteers are for the Service. Dana also 
had the opportunity to participate in pollinator and 
snake mortality surveys. Dana believes visitors and 
volunteers complement the Refuge System and through 
their interaction, visitors learn from us, as we also learn 
from them. For her, environmental education can create 
a connection with people to create awareness about the 
importance of preserving natural resources. Dana’s 
presentation will include a brief overview of the refuge 
and will highlight her responsibilities.

Ashley Mecum
Visitor Services Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 3:15 p.m. Braeburn

Ashley grew up with a park for her backyard, and 
spent countless hours exploring its treasures of forests, 
wetlands, and wild spaces. “Sometimes I wouldn’t 
come home until dark,” she commented. She graduated 
from St. Cloud State University in May 2012, with high 
honors and a Bachelor of Science degree in ecology and 
field biology (with an emphasis in wildlife biology). 
Since then, she has travelled to Texas, Wisconsin, 
and back to Minnesota, pursuing a full time career in 
environmental education. This year marks Ashley’s 
first with the Service, as well as her (upcoming) first 
year as a wife, and parent of two very feisty guinea pigs. 
She loves meeting new people, and welcomes friendly 
competition over bird ID, Cranium, and the occasional 
game of bocce ball.

Derek Mostad
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 2:30 p.m. Melrose

“Conservation is a state of harmony between men and 
land.” Aldo Leopold 

Derek was first inspired by nature and wildlife during 
the weekends spent on his family farm. With easy access 
to wetlands, forests, and prairies, the desire to learn 
and spend time outdoors was strong. He graduated 
from Bemidji State University in May of 2014, with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in biology with an emphasis 
in wildlife management and minor in wetlands ecology. 

He has since began working on the Minnesota 
Valley WMD as a summer intern, performing 
habitat assessments, checking wetland conditions, 
and implementing habitat management practices. 
In addition to these tasks, he has been working on 
mapping the locations of noxious weeds (thistle, 
knapweed, wild parsnip, etc.) and invasive trees. This 
project also entails mapping and documenting the 
managed/treated areas in GIS. It is important to create 
accurate records of noxious weed and tree removal 
management in order to evaluate the  effectiveness 
of the management practices and identify priority 
treatment areas.

Kelsey Musser
Bio Tech, Big Stone NWR
Thursday 11:30 a.m. Braeburn

Kelsey Musser came to the Service in June 2014 as the 
YCC crew leader at Big Stone. Before joining the Big 
Stone family, she was employed by the Conservation 
Corps of Minnesota and Iowa (CCM). As a part of 
CCM for the Three Rivers Park District, she specialized 
in habitat health surveys, invasive species mapping 
and removal. While stationed in Ely, Kelsey was part 
of a fire fuels reduction crew, cutting thousands of 
firs and spruce trees in an effort to reduce wildfires 
from climbing into canopies. As YCC crew leader at 
Big Stone, Kelsey is currently teaching several high 
school students the basic values of a respectable work 
ethic, environmental awareness, construction, and 
conservation. These basic values are learned through 
field experiences such as wildlife habitat restoration, 
construction and implementation of bluebird and wood 
duck houses, invasive species removal, flora and fauna 
identification and refuse removal. 

Her presentation will contain a general overview of 
duties and responsibilities as well as a more detailed 
account of bluebird house building, mapping and bird 
survey.
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Lindsey Mwangi
Admin Career Pathways, Upper Mississippi NWFR
Tuesday 3:00 p.m. Braeburn

“Don’t dream your life, live your dream”

Lindsay is a senior majoring in business administration 
at Winona State University in Winona, MN. This 
summer, she has not only learned the administrative 
functions of the refuge, but has also had the opportunity 
to get out and see this beautiful refuge by participating 
in programs that were put together by different staff 
at the Headquarters office and other districts in the 
area (River Education Days in Trempealeau, Project 
Compass fishing/picnic with Winona District and 
Sand Lake Elementary 3rd grader’s graduation with La 
Crosse District, etc.).  These programs showed her that 
no matter what your title is, we are all here working for 
the same end result. Her presentation will be about the 
administrative roles (FBMS, collections, ARs, PPRs, 
etc.) she has learned, and how her work behind the 
scenes helps support the refuge. 

Shan Nagar
BIO CDIP, Sherburne NWR
Wednesday 10:30 a.m. Braeburn

Originally from Durham, North Carolina, Shan 
is currently a rising junior at Bowdoin College in 
Maine, where he is majoring in environmental studies 
and biology. Shan loves travelling to, living in, and 
experiencing new places, and has greatly enjoyed 
getting to know Minnesota. On the refuge, Shan has 
been fortunate enough to spend time experiencing a 
wide variety of projects, which often change on a daily 
basis. Some of these include monitoring water levels of 
the many level-regulated pools on the refuge, spraying 
invasive plant species like leafy spurge and Canada 
thistle, clearing trails of fallen trees and other debris, 
and assisting with animal surveys. At the workshop, 
Shan will be presenting an overview of his experiences 
with the Service, focusing on some of the larger and 
more long-term projects, and how his experiences this 
summer have influenced his perspective on a career in 
wildlife biology. 

Elizabeth Newton
BIO Pathways Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 2:00 p.m. Melrose

“If you love what you do, you’ll never have to work a day 
in your life.”

Liz Newton grew up in northern New Jersey and 
developed a love of the outdoors through Girl Scout 
camp and her interest in learning more about the 
environment. She is a rising senior at Rutgers University, 
where she is majoring in ecology, evolution, and natural 
resources, with a  focus in wildlife conservation and 
management. In her free time, she enjoys hiking, 
camping,  and spending time with friends. As an intern 
for the WMD, Liz has had the opportunity to work on 
prairie grassland and wetland management projects that 
monitor and WPAs. Liz’s project this summer consists 
of conducting grassland monitoring transects in several 
of the district’s WPAs. 

These diversity transects assess the relative success 
of ongoing management projects and help Service 
biologists determine the need for future management 
projects. Liz has gained a wealth of knowledge and 
experience from working at the WMD and knows that 
her experiences will contribute to her career.

Kate Nohner
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 2:45 p.m. Melrose

Kate grew up in the small town of Jordan, Minnesota 
about five minutes away from Minnesota Valley NWR 
and WMD. She is currently attending Southwest 
Minnesota State University and majoring in secondary 
biology education with a minor in Spanish. “The 
outdoors is where I belong,” she stated. A lot of her time 
outdoors is spent biking, hiking, camping, fishing, and 
swimming. She was quite thrilled when she found out 
about the refuge right in her backyard. She has a special 
place in her heart for the refuge and all its inhabitants. 

This is her third summer at Minnesota Valley. The first 
was spent working with the YCC, and for her second 
and third summers she became a resource management 
intern with the WMD. As a member of the WMD crew 
she does a variety of things from habitat assessments, 
invasive species control, general maintenance 
and management and a lot of plant and animal 
identification. She is currently working on creating 
a neighbor database for all WPAs, to better help the 
WMD effectively communicate with their neighbors. 
She loves all types of animals, spending time with her 
family, and playing the clarinet in SMSU’s pep band.
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Cody Okeson
WRS Career Pathways Intern, Necedah NWR
Thursday 11:30 a.m. Melrose
 
“Believe you can and you’re halfway there.” 
Theodore Roosevelt
 
This is Cody’s fourth year working for the Service. He 
started working at Tamarac NWR in 2011 as a biological 
student trainee and continued to work there the next 
two summers as a refuge management career Pathways 
intern.  Necedah NWR is roughly 44,000 thousand 
acres of sedge meadow, oak and pine savannah, and 
several manageable water impoundments.  Currently, 
this refuge is providing valuable habitat for whooping 
cranes, and karner blue butterflies, which are both 
threatened and endangered species.  This summer he 
has been involved in many different projects, including 
developing a habitat management plan for a few of the 
management units on the refuge.  In his presentation 
he will share some of the different projects he has been 
involved with throughout his time with the Service and 
what he has been working on this summer. He will also 
share some new skills and knowledge he has gained 
from working with the Service.

Eric Osterdyk
BIO SCA intern, St. Croix WMD
Tuesday 1:30 p.m. McIntosh-Jonathan

“The scientist is not a person who gives the right answers; 
he’s one who asks the right questions.” Claude Lévi-Strauss

Eric is currently a senior attending the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point.  He is majoring in wildlife 
ecology with minors in GIS and biology.  His passion 
and excitement for the outdoors have driven him to seek 
a career in the natural resources.  This is Eric’s fourth 
summer working for the Service. His first two summers 
were spent working at the Minnesota Valley NWR and 
WMD, while the past two summers he worked at the St. 
Croix WMD. 

Throughout his time with the Service he has been a 
part of numerous projects and met countless influential 
people who have encouraged him throughout his 
journey.  Some of these projects include grassland 
bird surveys, habitat mapping, YCC crew leader, 
duck banding, invasive species mapping, and forest 
inventory.  These opportunities have given him valuable 
experiences that will have an immeasurable impact 
on his life and future career.  Upon graduation, Eric 
plans to pursue a career in conservation biology with 
the Service. Eric will be giving a short presentation 
highlighting some of his experiences with the Service 
and the impact it has had on him.

 

Zac Peterson
BIO Pathways Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 2:15 p.m. Melrose

“First you jump off the cliff and build your wings on the 
way down.” Ray Bradbury

Zac grew up spending long hours on the lake or in 
the woods. He loves hunting and fishing with his 
family and friends. This involvement in the natural 
world pushed him to pursue a degree in wildlife/
wildland law enforcement at Vermilion Community 
College and then transfer to the University of 
Minnesota upon graduation to begin working on 
a degree in fisheries and wildlife with an emphasis 
on wildlife. During his summer internship with 
the Service, Zac worked to map out and gather 
information on the water control structures that 
are on the WPAs in the district. The purpose of this 
project was to update the real property inventory, 
assess the structure condition, and provide accurate 
and useful information for employees in the future. 
This is in addition to assisting in the restoration, 
management, monitoring, and maintenance of the 
WPAs.

Cleve Powell
Bio Tech, Big Stone NWR
Thursday 11:15 a.m. Braeburn

Cleve’s duties include participating in aquatic vegetation 
and invertebrate surveys in refuge wetlands, NPAM 
surveys, ball cactus surveys, maintaining border signs, 
and keeping the facilities and public spaces neat and 
clean. Cleve is originally from the southern Great 
Plains in North Texas and has been excited to learn new 
plants and grasses, as well as see some familiar prairie 
species in a new setting. He is a recent graduate of Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth, where he earned 
his Masters of Science in environmental science. Cleve 
avoided the hassle of finding short term housing by 
camping all summer at a nearby state park with his wife, 
who is as crazy as he is. His presentation will focus on 
the ball cactus, aquatic vegetation, and invasive species 
surveys he helps conduct.
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Daniel Reuscher
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR
Thursday 9:45 a.m. Grove

Just another day in paradise!

Daniel grew up in a small town in south central Illinois, 
with a strong love for the outdoors and wildlife. Ever 
since he was a child, Daniel knew he wanted to work 
with wildlife and do anything he could to help ensure 
native species flourished. He graduated college in 2012 
from Blackburn College, with a Bachelor’s degree in 
environmental science. Daniel has volunteered many 
hours with the Service at Crab Orchard NWR. His 
volunteer work involved waterfowl surveys, equipment 
maintenance, and preparing burn units for prescribed 
fire. He was hired on as a biological science technician 
in May 2014. Building nesting platforms for raptors, 
prescribed fire, rotational cattle grazing, and invasive 
species control are a few things Daniel has done in his 
short career with the Service. Daniel’s presentation 
will be describing some of the projects that the biology 
program is working on at Crab Orchard NWR. 

Kaitlyn Rountree
WRS CDIP, Crab Orchard NWR
Tuesday 2:00 p.m. Braeburn

“There are some who can live without wild things and 
some who cannot.” Aldo Leopold

Kaitlyn is from Macon, Georgia and is a rising senior at 
the University of Georgia. She is pursuing a Bachelor’s 
degree in wildlife sciences. She has been involved in 
many aspects of refuge management including: refuge 
maintenance, visitor services, and biology. Kaitlyn has 
also participated in special events held on the refuge and 
has been a part of many meetings pertaining to refuge 
management. She will be presenting a brief summary 
of what she has learned and experienced so far while at 
the refuge this summer. Kaitlyn plans to attend graduate 
school and continue to get valuable experience in the 
wildlife field. In her free time Kaitlyn enjoys going 
kayaking with her dog and hiking. 

Katie Schober
Bio Tech, Port Louisa NWR
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. Melrose

Michelle Sauers 
BIO Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 2:30 p.m. McIntosh-Jonathan

“In every walk with nature, one receives far more than he 
seeks.” John Muir

Michelle is a rising senior at the University of Wisconsin 
– Stevens Point. She will graduate with a degree in 
wildlife ecology: research and management and GIS 
and spatial analysis. She plans to attend graduate 
school and hopes to have a career in wildlife research 
and conservation.  As a biological technician at the 
Minnesota Valley NWR, her work has included invasive 
species control, wetland health assessments, invertebrate 
and plant identification, trail maintenance, and other 
biological surveys.  Michelle’s presentation will focus on 
two projects in particular. Firstly, she’s identifying and 
monitoring the amphibians and reptiles on the refuge 
with the use of pitfall traps and drift fences. Secondly, 
she’s observing nesting sites of chimney swifts. Chimney 
swift populations have been declining, so determining 
which sites are suitable for nesting and roosting can help 
prevent a further decline.

Katie is a recent graduate from Unity College, where 
she obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in wildlife 
conservation. Currently, Katie is a biological technician 
with the Service stationed out of Port Louisa in Wapello, 
Iowa, where she supervises the YCC crew. Katie has led 
the crew of four students in numerous duties including 
brush removable, maintenance of buildings, lookouts 
and equipment, landscaping, and goose banding. 

Along with these tasks, Katie also attended heavy 
machine, CPR, first aid, deliberator, and pathogens 
training. Katie’s presentation will focus on the 
aforementioned topics, along with other work she 
accomplished over the summer with the YCC crew. 
After her time at Port Louisa, Katie hopes to obtain 
more seasonal positions before attending graduate 
school to obtain her Master’s degree.

“When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it 
attached to the rest of the world.” John Muir
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Kristin Shaw
BIO Intern, Neal Smith NWR
Thursday 10:15 a.m. Braeburn

“Those who dwell, as scientists or laymen, among the 
beauties and mysteries of the earth, are never alone or 
weary of life.” Rachel Carson

Kristin earned her Bachelor of Science (2013) in biology 
and political science with minors in sustainability 
studies and religion from Morningside College in Sioux 
City, Iowa. Currently she is a candidate at Indiana 
University School of Public and Environmental Affairs 
for a Master of Science in environmental science and 
Master of Arts in public affairs, with concentrations in 
environmental policy natural resource management 
and applied ecology (expected completion December 
2015). Her previous employment has included working 
with the Iowa Woodbury County Conservation 
Board as a volunteer, naturalist/habitat intern, and an 
outdoor skills intern at Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center. 
During the previous school year Kristin worked as 
the landscape conservation specialist with the Eastern 
Tallgrass Prairie Big River Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative and in the fall will return to working with 
the ETPBR LCC as the urban watersheds technical 
advisory group coordinator. She will present on both 
of her experiences with the Service, focusing on 
accomplishments such as the first Urban Conservation 
Workshop held earlier this spring and field work doing 
both plant and wildlife monitoring. Both experiences 
offer something unique and showcase the diversity the 
Service has to offer for employment. 

Jason Shirley
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR
Thursday 9:30 a.m. Grove

Jason is a biological support (Pathways) intern who will 
be working for visitor services at Crab Orchard NWR in 
southern Illinois. He attends Southern Illinois University 
and studies zoology specializing in wildlife biology and 
conservation. He is also a Veteran of the U.S. Navy and a 
current Reservist in the U.S. Air Force. 

Jason has a passion for wildlife and nature. He wants to 
do all he can to help preserve the resources, diversity, and 
natural beauty of Crab Orchard NWR as well as all of the 
other refuges, forests, and parks in our country.

Jonathan Spiess
BIO Intern, Big Oaks NWR
Wednesday 10:30 a.m. Grove

Jonathan is a recent graduate from Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock, Texas, where he majored 
in natural resource management with an emphasis 
in range conservation. His hometown is Brenham, 
Texas. Some of the projects that he has been involved 
with this summer are: crawfish frog (Lithobates 
areolatus) metamorph survivorship, acoustical 
bat surveys, occupancy monitoring of Henslow’s 
sparrow (Ammodramus henslowii), and invasive plant 
inventory. Jonathan has an interest in how wildlife 
respond to shifting vegetative communities as a result 
of invasive plants or a differing disturbance regime. 
His presentation will cover the vegetative community 
preferred by Henslow’s sparrows and how Big Oaks 
NWR manages this habitat.

Anna Stamatogiannakis
WRS CDIP, Rydell NWR
Thursday 10:45 a.m. Braeburn

Anna is a rising sophomore at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is an environmental science 
major (as of now) who loves all things sustainability and 
intends to minor in urban planning. Originally from 
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, she is spending her summer 
in northern Minnesota at Rydell and Glacial Ridge 
NWRs. 

As a refuge operations intern, Anna does everything 
ranging from removing invasive species and conducting 
biological surveys to helping out in the office and 
around the refuge. Anna is really excited about her first 
internship with the Service and is grateful to have this 
opportunity! She will be presenting a video about her 
time spent at Rydell and Glacial Ridge NWRs, covering 
everything from the challenges she faced to the lessons 
she learned, with a little humor dashed in between.
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Andy Stetter
BIO Career Pathways, St. Croix
Tuesday 3:00 p.m. Melrose

“If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, 
and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he 
will meet with a success unexpected in common hours.” 
Henry David Thoreau

Andy earned his Bachelor of Science (2011) in wildlife 
ecology research and management from University 
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, and is currently a Master 
of Science student at the Kansas Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Unit at Kansas State, where he 
is investigating breeding demography of lesser scaup 
in southwest Montana.  He will be presenting on 
the critical elements he was responsible for over the 
summer which include: taking the lead on coordinating 
data collection efforts of eight interns for the timely 
completion of several critical biological monitoring 
projects (grassland birds surveys, waterfowl pair counts, 
seed nursery), assisting the District biologist with 
writing grant applications and the District’s Habitat 
Management Plan, designing a long-term monitoring 
study for existing waterfowl nesting structures on the 
District’s Waterfowl Production Areas, implementing 
the waterfowl banding program, planning and 
permitting for wetland restorations, actively engaging 
and mentoring interns for career development, and 
training in UTVs, Ag Tractors, Trimbles and pesticide 
application.

Bradley Stoner
Visitor Services CDIP, Horicon NWR
Thursday 10:00 a.m. Grove

“You may only be one person in the world, but you may 
mean the world to one person.”

Bradley will be helping run the refuge educational tours 
as well as rove the trails to answer questions and keep 
track of required maintenance around the refuge.  He 
is assisting with wildlife surveys, insect collection, and 
habitat restoration.  Bradley is also updating the sign 
inventory for the refuge.  His presentation will cover 
what is involved in creating/updating a sign inventory 
as well as talking about the experience of working on a 
refuge with the use of only one hand.  

Tenlea Turner
BIO Intern, Neal Smith NWR
Thursday 10:15 a.m. Grove

“I only went out for a walk and finally concluded to stay 
out till sundown, for going out, I found, was really going 
in.”  John Muir

Tenlea graduated from the liberal arts program at 
Des Moines Area Community College (2012) with a 
focus of study in environmental science. She returned 
to DMACC in the fall of 2013 and graduated this 
spring with an environmental science degree with a 
supervisory certification. During her final semesters, 
she completed Wildland Fire Fighter Type II training, 
chainsaw safety certification, and Iowater watershed 
testing certification. 

Tenlea has been a visitor and volunteer at Neal Smith 
since 2002 and is thrilled to have the opportunity to 
participate in a biology internship this summer. Last 
semester, she received approval to do an independent 
study at the refuge. The purpose of the study was to 
examine the effects of prescribed fire on the trees, 
especially oak, in the Thorn Valley Savanna restoration 
project. Her focus will expand her knowledge of plant 
and animal species that inhabit the prairie and savanna 
ecosystems. This internship allows her to apply her 
education, gain practical experience, and prepare her for 
a career in the field of conservation.

Adam Weishair
Bio Tech, Big Stone NWR
Thursday 10:00 a.m. Melrose

Adam is attending Bemidji State University for a biology 
degree with an emphasis on wildlife 
management. At the refuge, he works on many 
important projects. He checks the water levels 
at each of the five pools on the refuge, which is 
important for management of bird nests and 
aquatic vegetation. Along with his fellow bio techs, 
Adam participated in a ball cactus survey 
and compared the survey to the data collected last year 
as well as surveyed a new outcrop where some more ball 
cactus had been discovered. Adam helped with a water 
vegetation survey in which they took water readings, 
vegetation samples, as well as identify the species in the 
pool. His presentation is going to be based on his work 
on the ball cactus survey, the aquatic vegetation survey, 
and also an invasive species survey.

36 37



Anna Weyers
BIO Career Pathways, Mingo NWR
Tuesday 1:30 p.m. Melrose

“Every individual matters. Every individual has a role to 
play. Every individual makes a difference.” Jane Goodall

Anna is a Pathways career biology student who has 
spent the past three summers working at Mingo NWR.  
Before working at Mingo, Anna spent a summer at 
Illinois River (2009) and a summer at Rydell/Glacial 
Ridge NWR (2011).  Anna is currently a graduate 
student at Southeast Missouri State University in 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri.  She is pursuing a Master 
of Natural Science in biology and will graduate in 
December of 2014.  Her thesis is titled “The Distribution 
and Abundance of Feral Hogs (Sus scrofa) on Mingo 
National Wildlife Refuge.”  Her responsibilities the past 
three years at Mingo include breeding bird surveys, 
hack and squirt tree management, anabat mobile 
surveys, pollinator surveys, forest inventory, feral hog 
monitoring, assisting the regional hydrology crew 
at Mingo, visitor service outreach, and other habitat 
management activities. Anna’s presentation will cover 
her summer highlights, responsibilities, and learning 
experiences at Mingo NWR.

Scott Whitman
BIO Intern, Big Oaks NWR
Tuesday 1:45 p.m. McIntosh-Jonathan

Scott grew up in northern California, and graduated 
from the University of Portland in Oregon in May 2014 
as a major in environmental science, with emphases in 
biology and chemistry. He is interested in ecological 
systems and the role of organisms within their 
ecosystems. 

Scott first began working with the Service in the 
summer of 2013 as a volunteer invasive plant surveyor 
at Ridgefield and Tualatin River NWRs in Oregon, 
focusing on the spread of non-native invasive plant 
species within the refuges. Since May 2013 he has 
worked as an intern at Big Oaks NWR on several 
projects. Scott has surveyed for the federally near-
threatened Henslow’s sparrow (Ammodramus 
henslowii), participated in acoustic surveys of the 
federally-threatened Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), 
and has worked on a project investigating the 
demographics of the Indiana state-endangered crawfish 
frog (Lithobates areolatus) in recently constructed 
refuge wetlands.  Scott will be discussing crawfish 
frog conservation efforts at Big Oaks NWR, as well as 
crawfish frog habitat selection.

Jenna Wolf 
Visitor Services Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 3:00 p.m. McIntosh-Jonathan

Jenna Wolf is a rising junior at the University of North 
Dakota (UND) in Grand Forks studying fisheries and 
wildlife biology.  She also has an interest in American 
Sign Language (ALS)  having taken two years in high 
school. ALS is her declared minor at UND. This is 
Jenna’s first internship and she is excited with what she 
has learned and experienced so far. 

Jenna lives in Chanhassen and graduated from 
Chanhassen High School in 2012. She was an active 
member in Key Club, participated in fast-pitch softball, 
and helped at the Storm Booster store. During her 
time at UND Jenna participated in a variety of Wildlife 
Society club events. Jenna is planning on using the 
knowledge she learns this summer for other projects 
this coming fall in her classes. 

Natalee Yates
BIO Pathways Intern, Minnesota Valley NWR
Tuesday 1:45 p.m. Melrose

“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it 
hitched to everything else in the Universe.” John Muir 

Natalee currently attends Virginia Tech and will 
graduate in 2016 with a Bachelor’s degree in wildlife 
science. She grew up in Chesapeake, VA, but has 
strong family ties in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley. The 
geographic, habitat, and biologic diversity of not only 
her home state, but the country has always interested 
her.  Natalee volunteered at Shenandoah National Park 
in 2011 and learned that wildlife biology was the career 
path for her.  She worked as a Pathways intern at Sam 
D. Hamilton Noxubee NWR last summer, where she 
helped manage for red-cockaded woodpecker, beaver, 
and alligator. 

This summer she decided for a change in scenery and 
is enjoying her time at Minnesota Valley NWR. During 
her stay she has done everything from invasive plant 
management to bald eagle monitoring. One of Natalee’s 
favorite activities this summer was participating in a 
bioblitz. Her presentation will focus on the bioblitz and 
the importance of wildlife habitat in urban areas.  
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Brandon Yearack
Bio Tech, Crab Orchard NWR
Tuesday 2:45 p.m. Braeburn

“A true conservationist is a man who knows that the 
world is not given by his fathers, but borrowed from his 
children.” John James Audubon

Brandon first started as a park ranger at Crab 
Orchard NWR in the spring of 2013 while working 
on his undergraduate degree in forestry with a park 
and recreation management emphasis at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale. During his two 
years in visitor services he had the opportunity to 
learn an invaluable amount of hands-on experience, 
including leading a variety of environmental education 
and interpretation programs, providing refuge 
information to visitors, and assisting in managing a 
refuge campground and its volunteer hosts. Brandon’s 
experience also included orchestrating the annual refuge 
clean-up in coordination with National Public Lands 
Day and re-establishing a wilderness trail to promote 
the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act. 

This past April, Brandon started a new position as 
a biology technician, beginning with the task of 
introducing four YCC interns to world of hard work 
and conservation. He will lead his crew in assisting the 
biology, maintenance and visitor services divisions with 
a variety of essential refuge tasks. His presentation will 
focus on his broad experiences during his time at Crab 
Orchard and how essential the role of working with 
volunteers to conserve, protect and enhance a National 
Wildlife Refuge truly is. 

A pair of Canvasbacks, painted by Adam Grimm of South Dakota, won the 2013 Federal Duck Stamp Contest and will be featured on the 2014 
Federal Duck Stamp.


