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Typography 

• Educate the map viewer and explain the 
geography by using optimal text placement

• Create hierarchy and harmony with text

• Implement text conventions to enhance 
readability.

Session Objectives:  
At the conclusion of this session, you will be able to:



UPPERCASE
LETTER

LOWERCASE
LETTER

SERIF
ASCENDER

DESCENDER

X-HEIGHT

SAN SERIF

GARAMOND ARIAL

MEANLINE

BASELINE
Alphabet

OVERSHOOT
TEXT SIZE (POINTS)

TRUE-TYPE vs. OPEN-TYPE vs. POST-SCRIPT

SP
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G

REGULAR vs ITALIC vs BOLD





Where Do Fonts Reside?
Control Panel

Windows
Explorer

C:\Windows\Fonts



OPEN & TrueType Fonts



Garamond,   Helvetica,
, 

FUTURA, Charter, EgraversGothic,
Gothic, Book Antiqua,

Times New Roman

Fonts



Adding Fonts to the Library…
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Accessing Special Characters

START > ALL PROGRAMS > ACCESSORIES > SYSTEM TOOLS



Sub-Title

Legend

Title

Notes



ArcMap Text Controls 



ArcMap Text Controls
Symbol Selector



ArcMap Text Controls
Editor



ArcMap Layer Properties
Labels



ArcMap Label Manager



When properly placed, the lettering clearly 
identifies the phenomenon to which it refers, 

without ambiguity.

Label Placement



• As near to point as possible

• Does not use increased character spacing

• Usually horizontal 

• Curve or rotate when appropriate

Label Placement
Point Features



Label Placement
Point Features



Multi-line Label Placement
Point Features



Label Placement
Point Features



Label Placement
Point Features



Label Placement
Point Features



Label Placement
Line Features



Label Placement
Point Features



Label Placement
Point Features



ArcMap Label Manager
Points



ArcMap Label Manager
Points



• Positioned to follow the feature

• Always “gap” between label and feature

• Rarely character‐spaced, often word‐spaced 

• Repeat a label along a lengthy feature

Label Placement
Line Features





Label Placement
Line Features



• Should indicate the extent of the feature 
by the way they are positioned

• Change letter spacing, not point size

• Curve when appropriate

Label Placement
Polygon Features







Label Placement
Polygon Features



• Categories : Use font, color, arrangement, 
and posture (roman vs. italic)

• Hierarchy : Use point size, weight, color
lightness, and CaSe

Feature Categories & Hierarchy





• Hydrography, landform, and other natural 
features tend to be labeled in slant or italic
typestyle.

• Cultural (manmade) features tend to be 
identified in upright or Roman forms.

Some Cartographic Conventions



• Limit your choice of fonts to 3‐4; the fewer 
the styles, the better the harmony

• Vary size to coincide with importance or for 
a “quantitative” reason

• Don’t combine Classic and Modern

• It maybe desirable that the text recede into 
the background (or jump into foreground)

Some Advice Regarding Text …



• Bold type is no more legible than normal ‐
avoid it except to emphasize a few items

• Serif type style are often more legible than 
Sans serif ‐ the serifs add distinction

• At < 8 point, serifs are difficult to see and 
print

• Using labels set in lower case with an initial 
capital are more easily “searched”

Some Advice Regarding Text …



• Never position text to “bend over backwards”

• Avoid hyphenation

• Be “class consistent” 

• Avoid abbreviations; but use standards

• Check your spellling !!!!!

Some Advice Regarding Text …



Spell Check - Arcscripts



Spell Check – MapSpeller TM



Book Recommendation



Website Recommendation



Website Recommendation



Website Recommendation


