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What IS Metadata?

e Simply put, Metadata is “data about data.”

 Metadata will answer any question you may
have about a particular dataset.

 Who, what, when, why, where, how...

» Essentially, a full blown description of your
data



— “Coordinating Geographic Data Acquisition and
Access: The National Spatial Data Infrastructure” -
NSDI

— Federal agencies who create geospatial data must
document their data in standard format

— In addition, Federal agencies are required to make
this data documentation accessible

— Interagency Committee
— Developed the Metadata standard

| — Promotes the coordinated use, sharing, and |
3 dissemination of geospatial data on a national basis.
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Metadata Content
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Metadata:

Identification Information
Data_Quality _Information

Spatial Data Organization Information
Spatial Reference Information

Entity and Attribute Information
Distribution Information

Metadata Reference Information
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http://fgdc.gov/metadata/geospatial-metadata-tools�
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Why is Metadata Important?

Several reasons, but here are some key ones:

* Protect your organization’s investment
« Allow you to evaluate someone else’s data

o Support NSDI clearinghouse
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