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October 5, 2004

Colonel John R. Minahan




District Engineer





U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

(Attn: CESWF-EV-EE)

P.O. Box 17300

Fort Worth, Texas  76102-0300

Re: 
City of Frisco/Lake Lewisville Wildlife Habitat Restoration, Denton and Collin Counties, Texas.

Dear Colonal Minahan:

This letter constitutes the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) final report on the City of Frisco/Lake Lewisville Wildlife Habitat Restoration project in Denton and Collin Counties, Texas.  It is submitted under the authority of, and in accordance with, Section 2(b) of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) (FWCA) and is intended to accompany your Detailed Project Report (DPR). Our report has been coordinated with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as noted in the enclosed letter from Kathy Boydston, dated July 2, 2002.  

The City of Frisco/Lake Lewisville Wildlife Habitat Restoration study is being conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) under the authority of Section 1135 of the Water Resource Development Act of 1986, as amended (22 USC 2201). The purpose of the study is to develop a recommended alternative to modify the Lake Lewisville area by restoring wetland and bottomland hardwood habitats inundated by the lake. The project involves restoring ecosystem values of 39 acres of emergent wetlands and 57 acres of riparian forest on private and Corps-owned lands in the flowage easement along Hackberry and Stewart Creeks.  Specific actions proposed include construction of two wetland cells at Hackberry Creek and four wetland cells at Stewart Creek via excavation within the creek beds and impoundment by earthen dams and berms formed from the excavated material; and reforestation with bottomland hardwood species using a mixture of containerized trees and shrubs, and bare-root seedlings on 37.4 acres at Hackberry Creek and 19.8 acres at Stewart Creek.  Emergent vegetation would be planted in all new wetland cells.

Habitat assessments and observations were conducted within of the study area by the Service, with participation from the Corps and Halff Associates on December 13 and 14, 2001, and January 14, 2002. Our completed existing conditions report is included in the July 2004 draft DPR appendices.

Based on the information contained in the draft DPR, Environmental Assessment, and the August 23, 2004 letter from Mr. William Fiekel Jr., Chief of the Planning Environmental, and Regulatory Division in response to our October 22, 2002 draft FWCA report, we believe this reforestation and wetland creation/restoration project would improve the diversity, quality, and quantity of habitat, thus, benefitting a variety of resident and migratory wildlife species, especially wetland dependant species such as waterfowl, migratory shorebirds, and non-game passerine species.  Reforestation and improvement of the riparian corridor would substantially increase the amount of vital reproductive and migratory neotropical bird habitat.  In addition, this project would assist in meeting the goals and objectives of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan and the Partners in Flight program. For these reasons, we concur with the draft DPR impacts analysis and conclusions and support the proposed plan as presented for wildlife habitat restoration. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide assistance on this project. We commend the Corps, City of Frisco, and Lone Star Ranch Development for pursuing habitat restoration in the Lewisville Lake area. Please contact Carol S. Hale of this office at the above address or telephone number (817) 277-1100 if you have any questions or require additional assistance.








Sincerely,








Thomas J. Cloud, Jr.








Field Supervisor

enclosure
cc:
Danny Allen, TPWD, Austin, Texas


Executive Director, TPWD, Austin, Texas


