Handy Guide to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act et seq
Sec. 101:
 “The objective of this Act is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical and biological integrity of the nation’s waters”.

Sec. 404: 
“The Secretary may issue permits, after notice and opportunity for public hearings for the discharge of dredged or fill material into the navigable waters at specified disposal sites”.

404(a)

Army issues the permits; must public notice them and provide for public hearings; PN required within 15 days of complete application.

404(b)

Each disposal site shall be specified by Army through application of guidelines developed by EPA’s Administrator.

404(c)

Administrator of EPA is authorized to prohibit........

404(d)

“Secretary” means Secretary of the Army.

404(e)

Secretary may after notice and public hearings issue general permits for activities similar in nature with only minimal adverse effects.....

404(f) 

Exemptions
404(g)

States can assume 404 program and can do so in all but traditionally navigable waters.....EPA in charge.

404(h)

more on State assumption; EPA Administrator decides assumption within 120 days.

404(i)

more on State assumption.

404(j)

more on State assumption.

404(k)

more on State assumption.

404(l)

more on State assumption.

404(m) 
FWS shall submit comments on permits or proposed GPs.

404(n) 
ref. to section 309, enforcement.

404(o)

permit applications and permits issued available to the public.

404(p)

ref. to other parts of the Act.

404(q)

Minimizing paperwork and delays by developing “agreements.”
404(r) 

No permits for Congressionally authorized projects.

404(s)

More on enforcement.
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