EXAMPLES OF WHAT CONSTITUTES THE “HUMAN ENVIRONMENT”
A. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

· Water resources, including water quality, hydrologic regime, water supply, groundwater;

· Air quality, including particulates, haze, and wind;

· Biogeochemical processes;

· Biological and ecologically critical resources, including wildlife, fish, plants and habitats, and ecological corridors and linkages;

· Physical resources, including microclimates, soils, geology, and mineral resources; and 

· Aesthetic, scenic, visual, or related resources.

B. BUILT ENVIRONMENT

· Traffic and transportation resources;

· Noise;

· Structures, including residential, commercial, industrial, and public (schools, etc.);

· Population;

· Utilities, including water supply, sewer, power, communications capacity and trends;

· Other public services, including police, fire, medical, civil defense, evacuation;

· Recreation, including parks and playgrounds;

· Agricultural resources;

· Land use conflicts, trends, and patterns; and

· Historic and cultural resources.

C. HUMAN HEALTH

· Risk of damage from natural disasters;

· Risk of exposure to poisons, toxins, and hazardous materials; and

· Risk of exposure to disease.

D. SPECIAL CASES

· Psychological, economic, and social impacts are not physical affects on the human environment within the scope of NEPA, and should not by themselves trigger an EA or an EIS. They need not be considered when too subjective or speculative.  However, they must be discussed when related to effects on natural or physical environments.  The standard citation is Metropolitan Edison Co. v. People Against Nuclear Energy.
